TO CONTACT THE PARISH/FATHER NEIL

The Presbytery, Hillside Lane, Neath, SA11 1TG. Phone — 01639 643323

Parish Website — www.catholicchurchneath.org.uk

THE RE-OPENING OF CHURCHES IN WALES

Dear Friends, as you will now be aware, the Welsh Government has given permission for churches to re-open in
Wales for private prayer. PLEASE NOTE — St.Joseph’s and St.John Kemble ( and most of the churches in the
Diocese ) are NOT YET OPEN for private prayer.

We are being asked to observe very strict precautions and must receive a Health & Safety Certificate from the
Diocese before we can re-open for private prayer. (I) There must be sufficient volunteers to act as stewards
before a church can re-open. At least two ( and preferably three ) people must be present as stewards to ensure
all regulations are being observed. Volunteers must be under 70 years of age, and wear PPE ( personal protective
equipment ). We do not yet have a sufficient number of volunteers to re-open St.Joseph’s or St.John Kemble.
(1) We need to purchase signage ( giving directions/instructions ); safety tape ( to close off certain pews ) to
ensure social distancing; marking tape —to mark the floors; entry and exit by different doors; alcohol handwash
(which, thus far, we have not been able to obtain ) — not just anti-bacterial handwash; paper towels, gloves and
face-masks; no veneration of statues etc; toilets not to be made available; the church to be deep cleaned at least
once a day — more volunteers needed ( wearing PPE ).

We need, therefore, to carefully consider whether applying for a Health & Safety Certificate is a realistic
proposal/goal for us, and also the costs involved, especially if, after following ( and paying for ) all the regulations
to be observed, the church can only open for a minimal number of hours in the week because of a shortage of
volunteers. At St.Joseph’s, we have, in any case, time to think and pray about the way forward because, as from
Monday (22") the painters are resuming work in the church (which may take 2-3 weeks to complete ) which
therefore means the church cannot otherwise be accessed during this time.

My intention is to apply for a Health & Safety Certificate which will allow us to re-open for the Celebration of
Mass ( when that day comes ) and not just for private prayer, and will be in contact with the Diocese in the
coming week to begin making the necessary arrangements. PLEASE KEEP OUR SITUATION IN YOUR PRAYERS.

The St.Joseph’s Community Support Group. If you need help with shopping, coliecting prescriptions etc please contact
Fr.Neil or Siobhan (07811931971) YOU ARE NOT ALONE! We hope to keep in contact with all parishioners over seventy by
post — provided that stamps ( and envelopes ) are still available and the postal service continues to function. Otherwise, the
Newsletter will continue to appear ( God willing and health permitting ) on the Parish Website each week. If you are aware
of other parishioners who may not otherwise be aware of the help being offered by the St.Joseph’s Support Group, please
pass this information on to them. MANY THANKS to all our volunteers for helping those in need at this difficult and
challenging time. Thank you to Siobhan for co-ordinating the Community Support Group, and to our SVP Group and Legion
of Mary for keeping in contact with parishioners by phone

A Coronavirus Prayer. “ Lord Jesus Christ, You travelled through towns and villages ‘ curing every disease and illness’. At Your
command, the sick were made well. Come now to our aid, in the midst of this global pandemic, and send down Your blessing
and healing upon us and protect our healthcare workers. Bring us through to Resurrection and a New Pentecost. For Thy
Name’s sake. Amen.

Please remember in your prayers those in the parish who have died recently and whose funerals have been held privately
due to coronavirus restrictions, Benetia Whittington (RIP), Gary Derrick (RIP), Mary Rees (RIP), Norma Hatherall (RIP), Nell
0O’Connell (RIP), Judith Jones (RIP). Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, And let perpetual light shine upon them. May they
rest in peace Amen

Parish Collections. MANY THANKS to all who have continued to donate to the Church over recent weeks through cash gifts,
cheques, parish envelopes and standing orders with the bank. WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL. For those who have asked — for
donations and Standing Orders —the details of our (St.Joseph’s ) bank account are —Branch Code 54-10-19 — Account Number
01520296 — ( Diocese of Menevia Neath Parish ) Nat West, 35 Green Street, Neath, SA11 1DB.




The Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time - 21% June 2020 - St. Matthew 10 v 26 — 33

In this Year of God’s Word/The Year of the God Who Speaks, we are taking a closer look at the Gospel of st.
Mathew. Our study was “interrupted” by the special Sunday Gospel and Epistle readings for Lent, Holy Week,
Eastertide, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday and Corpus Christi, but today we return to the Gospel of St. Matthew which
we shall continue to follow through the remaining Sundays of Ordinary Time to the Thirty-Third Sunday ( 15
November ), the week before the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, and the end of the
liturgical year when we shall then turn to the study of the Gospel of St. Mark in the year following.

We left St.Matthew’s Gospel in chapter five, looking at the Sermon on the Mount, and at how St.Matthew
presents Jesus as the One whose Life is the fulfilment of Old Testament prophesy, and that Jesus is the New
(and Greater ) Moses, indeed, seated on the Mount of the Beatitudes, Jesus is the Same God Who spoke to
Moses on Mount Sinai and thus has the authority ( which no mere man can have ) to expand the Mosaic Law
(“you have heard that it was said....but | say to you...) applying it not only to our outward actions and behaviour
but to the thoughts and desires of the heart.

In today’s Gospel ( 10 v 26 — 33 ), having called to Himself the twelve disciples ( 10 v 1 — 4 ), Jesus now sends
them out as “apostles” ( meaning,”those who are sent”) a name which He Himself had already given to them
(St.Luke 6 v 13 ), in anticipation of their mission which in today’s Gospel He now confers upon them. He
incorporates them into His Own Ministry and gives them authority to preach the Good News, to exorcise evil
spirits and to heal the sick but ( as in the Ministry of Jesus) their first responsibility is to preach the Good News
( to evangelise ) and the miracles they perform are simply to be accompanying “signs” to validate and affirm the
truth of what they teach and to encourage faith in those who, perhaps for the first time, begin to ask themselves
(as the disciples themselves has asked ), “What sort of Man is this that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”
( St.Matthew 8 v 27 ).

So, chapter ten ( see also, St.Mark 6 v 7f; St.Luke 9 v 1f ) is a “turning-point” in the relationship between Jesus
and the Twelve. They are turned around and sent out. Later on, there will be another “turning-point” in their
relationship ( at Caesarea Philippi) when Jesus begins to teach the Apostles, for the first time, that their ministry
(like His ) will not be all victories of conversions, exorcisms and healings but —in sharing His Ministry — they must
also share in His Sufferings. (St.Matthew 16 v 21f ).

This passage speaks to us also - in this Year of the God Who Speaks! Co-incidentally, when Archbishop George
launched the Year of the God Who Speaks, he also inaugurated the Diocese of Menevia School of Evangelisation
and Catechetics. In other words, he invited us, as followers and disciples of Jesus, to become “apostles” and to
discover our “apostolate” in the life of the Church - to bear witness to our Faith as part of the way we live ( and,
perhaps, to suffer with Him ).

Pope St.Paul VI in his magisterial letter “Evangelii Nuntiandi” (Evangelisation in the Modern World, 1975 ) states
that witnessing to Christ, “is not an optional contribution for the Church” (para 5) but requires, “a total interior
renewal which the Gospel calls metanoia; it is a radical conversion, a profound change of mind and heart” (para
10). He goes on to say that, evangelising is in fact the “deepest identity” of the Church. “She exists in order to
evangelise” (para 14) — “she is linked to evangelisation in her most intimate being” (para 15) — “ BUT (!) she
begins by being evangelised herself” —“ she has a constant need of being evangelised” — “ by constant conversion
and renewal” (para 15).

Once again, therefore, we are confronted with our need of supernatural aid because conversion and renewal
are the Work of the Holy Spirit and so, if our apostolate is to transform the world in which we live, it can only
come about as we allow ( and pray for ) the Holy Spirit to transform us — in that New Pentecost for which Pope
St.John XXIlI prayed, on the eve of the Second Vatican Council, “Renew Your wonders in this our day, as by a
New Pentecost.......Come, Holy Spirit in Your Power and Might, to renew the face of the earth”.

In this Year of God’s Word we return again and again to joining in prayer with the Apostles and Our Blessed Lady
for the coming down of the Holy Spirit ( Acts 1 v 14; 2 v 1f ) in a New Pentecost so that the Holy Spirit ( as in the
days of the early Church ) may fall afresh “on us, just as at the beginning” ( Acts 11 v 15 ). Come, Holy Spirit!




