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The two disciples are overcome
with awe and delight when they
recognize Jesus. Why did it take
them so long to recognize him? I
think that they, as we ourselves so
often, were taken up with events

3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER (A)

beside them, draws their minds
back to the Scriptures, to what
God has taught their people
through their history, of His
loving plans for them and
especially of His promises. The
By knowing the Scriptures,
absorbing them, His people were
to be ready, prepared and eager to
see its fulfilment: to enter into
‘the Way” which is Jesus. Of
course, the disciples would not
have been disciples at all, if they
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So Cleopas and his companion
(his wife perhaps?) though
temporarily distracted, had their
hearts in the right place, hearts
that “burned within them” as Jesus
brought their minds back to the
deep hope and longing of the
“Chosen People” and opened their
minds to who He was.

and practicalities; with the
dramatic happenings of the
previous days. Jesus, walking

EVANGELII GAUDIUM
(JOY OF THE GOSPEL)

THE SocIAL DIMENSION
OF EVANGELIZATION

THE WHOLE IS GREATER
THAN THE PART

234. An innate tension also exists between
globalization and localization. We need to pay
attention to the global so as to avoid
narrowness and banality. Yet we also need to
look to the local, which keeps our feet on the
ground. Together, the two prevent us from
falling into one of two extremes. In the first,
people get caught up in an abstract, globalized
universe ... At the other extreme, they turn into
a museum of local folklore, a world apart,
doomed to doing the same things over and
over, and incapable of being challenged by
novelty or appreciating the beauty which God
bestows beyond their borders.

had not been men and women
faithful

upbringing, honest and devout.

to their Jewish

The Sacrament of
the Present Moment*

SAYING OUR YES

Saying ‘Yes’ to God demands both activity and passivity -
doing and accepting.

We must do all God asks.

We must accept all God sends.

Doing what we must do is to act with simplicity and safety.
We can then go ahead without undue concern about theology
or high-flown thinking. God teaches us on a deeper level than
that.

However, remaining in the present moment takes great
courage. To sing the song of abandonment, no matter what
storms are raging around us, makes us like Jesus.

Jesus walked the way of his passion and cross in loving
obedience to the Father, even though it meant being treated in
a way that was totally opposed to his human dignity.

Jesus marched on undaunted, and so should we. God alone
matters and doing God’s will is how we show that God matters
most.

*Jean Pierre de Caussade’s Self-Abandonment to Divine Providence for everyone by Elizabeth Ruth Obbard
and published by New City ISBN: 978-1-905039-11-1
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It is now just over a month since the Bishops of England and Wales advised that all public celebrations of Mass
were to be suspended — which was followed, a few days later, by the Prime Minister’s request that all places of
worship should be closed even for private prayers and devotions. Although we were anticipating that we would
have to adapt our celebration of Mass ( and had already begun to do so ) in response to the unprecedented
threat to public health posed by the coronavirus, | think that none of us imagined that the pandemic would have
such serious consequences for our whole way of life and especially its effects on the life and worship of the
Church.

It is important to take note that as a Church, and as the Body of Christ, we have willingly consented to agree to
these restrictions on our worship for the sake of the common good. There are, of course, other circumstances
in which it would be right for us to resolutely oppose any attempt by the state to restrict our religious freedoms
and liberty of conscience - and those days may yet come upon us — but in the circumstances of today we agree
to sharein the deprivations and restrictions of our fellow citizens in the hope that our sacrifices and abstinences
(in this extended Lent and Good Friday) will bring us through to happier days.

However, it seems possible that ( long after other sections of society experience an easing of restrictions ) places
of worship, along with sports and entertainment venues may continue to be kept in lockdown because of the
near impossibility of observing appropriate social distancing in these situations. It may therefore be several more
months, and possibly longer, before we will be able to meet together again in celebrating Holy Mass, but
hopefully, before that time, churches may at least be allowed to re-open for private prayers and devotions.

In the meantime, and from a practical and pastoral point of view, Fr.Neil — following guidelines - is restricting his
pastoral visits to visiting ( by agreement ) those who are terminally, or seriously, ill and other exceptional cases.
However — upon request and observing the social distancing rules, and at your own chosen risk, Fr. Neil will
respond positively to any request for a meeting or pastoral visit should you desire it.

Mass continues to be celebrated, as does the daily rhythm of the prayer life of the Church. We continue to be
united with each other through our communion with the Risen Jesus. He lives in each one of us by faith and the
nearer we are to Him, the nearer we are to each other. How important therefore to maintain this precious
communion with Christ through daily prayer and through spiritual reading — and especially the reading of
Scripture. Many of you will also have access via the internet to daily Mass, the Rosary and other devotions of
the Church — but our true and real communion with one another is through our spiritual communion with the
Risen Jesus, which means that distance does not separate us from each other! We are one in Christ! Let us
rejoice in that precious gift! Let us pray for each other and pray that we may come through this lockdown
spiritually strengthened, with a new and deeper commitment to our faith, and a renewed sense of thanksgiving
to God for all those things that, perhaps, in the past we have taken too much for granted. May God bless us and
keep us safe and bring us to that wonderful opening Mass of Thanksgiving and Celebration when the doors of
the church are open once more “for the praise and the glory of His name, for our good and the good of His Holy
Church”.
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Benetia Whittington (RIP) Please remember the family and Benetia in your prayers. Benetia’s Funeral Service
takes place this Tuesday (28%) at Margam Crematorium.

Gary Derrick (RIP) Please remember the family and Gary in your prayers. Gary’s Funeral Service takes place on
Wednesday 6 May at Margam Crematorium.

Matilda Jones (RIP) Please remember Jean and Sid and Jean’s mother, Matilda, in your prayers.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.
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